GFSI Certification:  A Global Initiative for Supplying Food Ingredients
The Global Food Safety Initiative was launched in 2000, and its primary goal is to protect the food supply chain, and ultimately the consumer, by encouraging suppliers to implement common food safety and quality standards in their manufacturing environments.  Until recently, the emphasis for certification was on the grower and primary food producers.  Now, however, market pressures from big players such as Wal-Mart and Coca-Cola, are forcing the specialty chemicals industry and food ingredient manufacturers to pursue certification in order to be approved vendors.  The additional food safety requirements are an unknown entity to most traditional Quality departments. Therefore, they bring with them a new set of standards that must be incorporated into existing quality systems.
The session will cover:  
· What is GFSI Certification?
· How is this different from ISO or other QMS?
· Who should pursue GFSI Certification
· The Accepted Certification Schemes
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What does the certification process entail?
